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Is Admiral Fiske
a Red?

R. S. STANWOOD MENKEN, Mr. Ralph S.
Easley, and the other gentlemen who are so con-
cerned to save us from the red menace—application for
membership enclosed ; sign on the dotted line; use post office
money order; no cheques—had better start an investiga-
tion of Rear Admiral Bradley A. Fiske. 41 That doughty
warrior, retired but not retiring, is out with the announce-
ment that “the three most virile nations are Germany, Russia
and Japan.” France, England and the United States are
in for a bad time, he tells us, because they have become
“effeminized.” And it is the most dangerous form of
effeminization from which we are suffering—“effeminiza-
tion of thought.” What’s the proof? Simply, according
to Admiral Fiske, the readinéss of the superior three “to
look war in the face,” to accept it “as one of the facts of |
life,” to “devote the highest efforts of their mind and
will-power to warfare.” Germany, which is now alleged to
have a hundred thousand gun-barrels hidden away in a
cellar somewhere, is, according to the admiral, the most
intelligent nation in matters relating to war, “and war,
after all, is the great ‘show down’.” So much for the
glorification of Russia et al. But the admiral is not done.
He has a few more words to say about the effeminization
business. “Of all existing matters the one that women
understand the least is war,” he affirms. “Not only do they
recoil from even the idea of war, but the extreme delicacy |
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" How has this whirlwind so quickly blownsup ¥ It has
been easy to trace the developments of“h e few
'months. They began with the action of the American
congress. That action gave rise to inevitable resent-
ment in Japan. Japan’s resentment was held well in
hand—missionaries have united in testimony that the
anti-American outbreaks so vividly described were of little
moment—but it was there. A correspondent of The Chris-
tian Century has well described it by saying that the feelings
of the Japanese were terribly wounded. Certain American
elements seized upon this Japanese resentment to adopt “a
strong line.” Could we not do as we pleased, and by what
right dared these orientals so much as question the probity
of our course? The jingo press of Japan seized upon this
American assertiveness as proof of the danger of further
American aggression. It accordingly demanded added
military protection against such aggression. The jingo
press of the United States seized upon this militaristic
agitation in Japan as proof of the Japanese menace to peace.
It accordingly demanded added military protection against
such menace. The reactionaries in Japan—who, three years
ago, were fighting with their backs to the wall against the
rising democracy of Japan—saw a chance to save them-
selves by the appeal to patriotism, and raised the cry of
danger from abroad. The reactionaries in America—who
have been appalled at the rise of a Christian social con-
science which they have damned alternately as bolshevism
and pacifism—saw a chance to save themselves by the
appeal to patriotism, and raised the cry of danger from
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of their nervous systems makes many of them incapable
of even thinking about war in a rational way.” And, when
next the country goes to war, the men must stop this silly
nonsense on the part of the women by taking “some action
that will bring the women to realize realities.” { All of which
is just the sort of thing that makes even such a long-suffer-
ing mortal as Ed Howe, Kansas “Sage of Potato Hill,”
write, “I am always sorry when a military man becomes
prominent and makes speeches and writes for print. These
men always declare we are in danger and should prepare
for war. I have seen enough of soldiers and sailors to
know they are educated and intelligent gentlemen, but they
give bad advice. This constant talk about danger from
attack does great hemm, and it isn’t true; it does not be-
come gentlemen.” But in the meantime, take it from
Admiral Fiske, Russja 12 the place for today’s he-men.
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port. Not only in a military way, but in the commerce
and industry upon which modern militarism must rest,
Japan has experienced the most terrible blow of which
history has knowledge. Tokyo and Yokohama are still
cities of shacks, and every month adds to the evidence
of the scantiness of the resources available for the task
of rebuilding. It would seem as though nature had con-
spired with the makers of the Washington treaties to
render Japan impotent so far as military aggression is
concerned for years to come. |

In addition to this, these three years have been
marked by a far-reaching and reassuring change in the
relations of Japan with her Asiatic neighbors. Asanadmin-
istrator of colonies, Japan has adopted a policy of marked
liberality in Korea. As a competitor in the markets
of China, she has dropped the role of bully and—as at}
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