
/ A Great Standard Bearer in  tho 'Bducatton o f  Women

Thi3 vvoman is  Dr. P atriok  who founded the American C ollege fo r  
G ir iş . On the 18th o f  March the C ollege oe leb ra tes  the one hundredth

anniversary o f  her b ir th . Because of my devotion  and deep gra titu d e  to
}

th is  great tea ch er, and because o f  my o lo se  fr ien d sh ip  with her» I was 

asked to  represen t the o lder Alumnae and speak on Charter Day.(^^I p re fe rred , 

howeverı to  pay my tr ib u te  in  the colunıns o f  the "Akşam” , j

When the honorary degree o f D octor o f  Philosophy was oonferred  on 

Dr. P atriok  by Columbia TJniversity, she was o ite d  as, one"who did a man*s 

work with a vvoman’ s s k i l l  and a woman*s d e v o tio n ."
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These vvords g ive  a true o f  Dr. P a triok , because without lo s in g  any

o f the s p e o ia l t r a i t s  o f  a vvoman and never s tr iv in g  to  im itate  men, oalm ly 

yet w ith power she founded a great educational in s t it u t io n . Among the 

atudents who rece iv ed  th e ir  edıxoation in that in s t itu t io n  are vvomen o f 

d is t in o t lo n  in the îiear Past» .Here a ls o , among the fu rk ish  graduates o f 

the C ollege we have those whose achievements in  various f i e ld s  o f  knowledge 

are la tg e ly  due to  th e ir  tra in in g  in  the in s t itu t io n  Dr. P atrick  crea ted .

A recen t s tr ik in g  example is  P ro f. F âzıla  Şevket who won the İnönü Award 

beoause o f  a d isoovery  she raade in the f i e l d  o f  B io logy -

Mary M ills  P atriok  oame from a fam ily  that emigrated frora Ireland
s

to America. A fte r  oom pleting her U n iversity  education  in America she sa iled  

to  the O rient and had her f i r s t  teaohing exp0r ien ce  a t Erzurum. She 

sp e o ia liz e d  in  P h ilosophy, a su b jeot in whioh in  la t e r  years she published 

various books. In Erzurum, hovvever, she was n a tu ra lly  a teacher o f  E nglish . 

While s t i l i  very young, she oame to  İsta n b u l, and when she beoame the 

P resident o f  the C ollege  she taught only P h ilosophy. A fte r  spending h a lf  

a century or so in Turkey, and return ing to  Am erica, she published "Under 

Pive S u ltân s", an aocount o f  her l i f e  in  Purkey that was la r g e ly  an 

autobiography. She was President o f  the C ollege f o r  a short time in  the 

e a r ly  days o f  the Turkish R epubllo, and in  w riting  o f  that p eriod  she sa id ,



’*ThG ©ducaiîional oysiiGnı o f  fh© furlcs is  n of very d iffsrsn t; from our own> 

and th e ir  eduoational le v e l  has r is e n . Men and vvomen now study together

İn the variou s departments o f  the U n ivers ity ” »

As an old p u p il and a ls o  a fr ie n d , I  know that in  saying th is  

Dr. P atriok  f e l t  a deep s a t is fa o t io n .  Throughout a l i  the long years o f  

her l i f e  she had dedioated h e r s e l f  to  the caitse o f  secnring re co g n it io n  

o f  vvoman’ s value and a b i l i t y ,  and to  prove that in  the f i e l d  o f  se rv ice

to  humanity they were man^s f u l l  equals#
Before Dr» P atriok  came,the C ollege  ex is ted  in  Üsküdar as the

American Sohool f o r  G iriş» A fter  she becarae P res id en t, hovvever, the grade 

o f  in s tru ct io n  was ra ise d , and in  1890, la r g e ly  due to  Dr. P atriok*s e f f o r t s ,  

the in s t it n t io n  was granted a Charter as a C o lle g e . This is  the o r ig in  o f 

Charter Day ce leb ra ted  every year on the anniversary o f  the granting o f the 

ch a rter . Dr. P atriok  considered th is  the most important day in  the year and 

in v ited  as speakers d istin gu ish ed  American s ch o la rs . In f a c t ,  not on ly  from 

America, but from the whole vvorld she drew speakers o f  in tern a tion a l 

rep u ta tion . Often these eminent men stayed severa l days a t the C o lle g e , 

and during th at time gave a s e r ie s  o f  le o tu res  on th e ir  f i e ld s  o f  s p e o ia l-  

iz a t io n . T h erefore , the C ollege  a t such times beoame a v e r ita b le  Republic

o f  Learning.
During the years o f  her presidenoy, Dr. P atriok  was absent on 

le a v e , studying in  the T In iversities o f  Zürich , L eipzig  and Berne, f in a l ly

"re o e iv in g  the degree o f  D octor o f P h ilosophy. She a lso  rece iv ed  honorary
-

degrees from sev era l American U n iv e rs it ie s .

In 1 9 0 5 , a f t e r  a d isa strou s f i r e  destroyed the newest b u ild in g  

a t Üsküdar, Dr. P a triok  went to  America to  ra ise  money fo r  new bu ild in gs  

on the Buropean a id e . Her h ero io  e f f o r t s  f in a l l y  met wlth suooeaa and İn 

1914 the C ollege  moved tb  ir s '^ re a e n t  s i t e  a t ArnavutJcBy. During the years 

o f  th is  grea t a o t iv i t y ,  she fiim d time to  take part İn p h llo sop h ioa l and



rs.yoh olog loa l Gongresnes in  P a ris , Munioh, Bologna, and a t Harvard ü n lv ers ity . 

She a l30 published tvro p h ilo sop h lca l books, **Sextus Empiricus and Ğireek 

Skepticism ” , and ” Sappho and the Island o f Lesbos” . In 1924 Pr» P a trick  

r e t ire d  and returned to  âraerioa with the t i t l e  o f  ”P resident Em erita",

I do n ot know how my fa th er  came to  hear o f  Dr. P a trick  and the 

C o lleg e . Put from the time that T was very young he vvlshed me to  go th ere , 

and severa l times in q u ir0d i f  I cou ld  be reoeived  as a sp eo ia i student# ’

When he learned th at the C ollege dld not reo e iv e  any students who were 

younger than 11, he was forced  to possess h is  sou l in patience fo r  two yea rs . 

Then, when T reaohed the age o f e leven , T was reoeived  as a day student, 

l iv in g  with my grandmother in a hoi3se in the îd ja d iy e  quarter o f  Üsküdar#

"I was en rolled  at the C ollege in sp ite  o f  the op p osition  o f  Abdul Hamidl to  

fo re ig n  soh oo ls , I t  was during the intervievv my fa th er  had with Pr, P atrick  

a t that time thEit T f i r s t  saw Pr. P a tr ick . My one strong me m or yc£ that 
intervievv was my shyness in the presence o f  Pr. P a tr ick ; but aftervvard I 

remembered the b e a u tifu l Turkish with the idiom o f the Easterh v ila y e ts

whioh she snoke. I t  was the kind o f  ÎHırkish I had heard a t home frora the 

time I f i r s t  began to speak. I t  sounded s6 fa m ilia r  to  me that had I not 

been awed by her strong p e rso n a lity , I would have thrown my arma around her#

Puring th is  f i p s t  year a t  C ollege î  f e l t  very rauch o f  a stran ger, 
f i r s t  beoause there was no one my age; secondly  because i t  seemed that

students came from a l i  över the w orld , a t le a s t  from a l i  cou n tries  o f the

Near Bast, and spoke many d lf fe r e n t  languages* In a way, i t  waa alraost a
• ■ ' V  , ■

m iniature in t e l le o tu a l  United N ations. I  don’ t  remetnber her^'K^me, but I

always think vvith gratitu de o f  the Armenlan g i r l  who took oare o f me l ’s t

as though she had been my b ig  o ld er  s i s t e r .  Had i t  n ot been fo r  her, I  fe a r
o

I might alraost have been ternnted t  o run away from soh oo l, Due to  th is  

onntaot, I even learned to  speak f a i r l y  f^uent Armenian»

At th is  period  we savv' very l i t t i e  o f  Pr. P a tr ick , but vvhen she 

passed through the oo rr id ors  even among the most unruly students a fe e l in g



o f  veneration  arose and a kind o f  awed s ile n ce  desoended.

Af te r  one year, on the seoret rep ort o f  a th is  period

ended, and an im perial order fo rced  me to  leave the soh oo l. Hovvever, I 

oarried  on ray education  a t home with English and Turkish teaohers, and 

f in a l ly  T was able to  retu rn  to  the h igher C ollege o la sses  as a boarder; 

and a f t e r  three years I graduated. I t  was during those years that ray r e a l 

oon taots with Dr, P a triok  began,

Doth as an adm in istrator and as a teaoher, Dr. P atrtck  had no 

fa v o r ite s  among e ith e r  the teaohers or the stu den ts. Althoııgh many o f  the 

teaohers had s p e c ia l  fr ie n d s , even fa v o r ite s  among the stıadents, Dr. P atriok  

was always impersonal and o b je o t iv e  h old ing  h e r s e l f  somevvhaValoof. - During 

those years, whether the f i e ld  was l i t e r a t ü r e ,  s c ie n o e , or h is to r y , teaohers 

were outstanding and o f  an a b i l i t y  not e a s ily  seoured. In fa o t ,  even in  a 

TJniversity i t  i s  not easy to  fin d  30 outstanding a group, I ara sure that 

Dr. P atriok  was la r g e ly  respon3ibleXö^^^ grou p-ef

She, h e r s e l f ,  taught P h ilosophy. Whether i t  was a top io  in 

Philosophy or passages which, as the only student in  the o la s s , I chose frora 

H istory , I know that I found in them ray g rea test en,1oyment, and that I 

pondered most över them as I read them. P a rt io u la r ly  because o f  her o la r it y  

and s im p lio ity , Dr. P atriok  was an outstanding teaoher. In her o la sses  

there was alvvays th e ’ g rea test freedom fo r  exohange o f  ideas and d is cu ss io n . 

Dr, P a triok , both as concerned id e a ls , and in  regard to  the high  p u a lity  o f  

in s tru c t io n , was an exoeption a l teaoher and d ir e c to r .^  I  sh a ll  never fo rg e t  

something that happened at a p riva te  s o c ia l  gathering . Everyone was 

supposed to  make a speeoh, sing  a song, or t e l i  a ,joke. Someone asked 

Dr. P atriok  f o r  a song. At f i r s t  sShe h e s ita te d . I t  seeraed alm ost l ik e  

asking the Sphinx to  s in g . A fte r  a moment»s pause she seated h e r s e l f ,  and 

w ith her two handa re s t in g  on her tivo knees, ju st l ik e  an E rzincan lI she

began to  alng -  ,
"lürzincanda b ir  kuş va r ,
Kanadrnaa glimUş var" “
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and continued th is  aad, eastern  fo lk  song from end to  end with a l i  

seriousness and a tte n t io n , ju 3t as though she were g iv in g  a leo tu re  on Kant» 

Ths la s t  time I saw her was When I was a v is i t ln g  le o tu re r  a t 

Columbia tJn iversity . She liy e d  in  a h o te l very near the ITnIversity. I 

saw her fre q n e n tly , and we had long ta lk s , that nade us oome to know and 

understand each other as never b e fo re , Today I know that when Dr» P a trick  

said ”woman" she was thinking o f  womanhood the world ovar» She liv e d  to
■J4 .

be 90, but a t the time when she was ta lk in g  about making a v i s i t  to  Turkey, 

she passed on»

Today, I sa lu te  her with gratitu de and a f fe o t io n  as a great 

person , and a great teaoher» And I know that a l i  her students jo in  me 

in honoring her memory.
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