A Great Standard Bearer in the Bducation of Women '

' This woman is Dr. Patrick who founded the American College for
rlGirls. On the 18th of March the. Gollege celebrates ‘the one hundredth

'fanniversary of her birth. Because of my devotion and deep gratitude to isﬁif
Ca this great teacher, and because of my close friendship with her, I was df.«ﬁf

asked to. represent the clder Alumnae and speak on Charter Day-; I nreferred;:f
v‘howeVer, “to. pay my tribute 1n the columns of the "Akeam". }»;‘ SR Tyl .
; When the honorary degree of Doctor of Philosophy uas conferred cn
fthr. Patrick by Columbia University, she was cited as one”who did a man s

 work with a woman's skill and’ a woman 3 devotion. _o

‘,.........{....-..........................,....”................-.....”
aiuTheee words‘giveva true picuure of Dr. Patrick because without losing any~}?
fa s g the special traits of a woman and never striving to imitate men, calmly;?:
'yet with power she founded a great educational institution. Among the i
- students who received their eduoation in that institution are women of
distincticn in the Hear last.” Here also, among the Turkish graduatee of
the College we have those whose achievements in various fields cf knowledge g
V are 1atge1y due tc their training in the institution Dr. Patrick created.
i; A reoent striking example is” Prof. Fazila oevket who wcn the Indnu Award
fﬁ‘because of a discovery she made in the field of Biology..- £ : 'v ,
; o/ ‘Mary Mills Patrick ‘came from a family that emigrated from Ireland _-'
| f‘to America. After comﬁlcting ‘her University education in America she sailed'
,h‘to the Orient and had her first teaching experience at Erzurum. ;Sheff'
Cfcspecialized in Philosophy. a subject in which in later years she published iy
hijvarious books.v In Erzurum, however, she was naturally a teacher of English.i
'T~While sti11 very young, she came ‘to. Istanbul and when she became ‘the :
5":Preeident of the Gcllege she taught only Philosophy. After spending‘half
ii_a oentury cr so in Turkey, and returning tc America, she publiehcd "Under
:’Five Sultans", an account of her 1ife in Turkey that was 1argely an 5
= autobiography. She wias Preeident of the Gollege for a short it in the ,
| early days cf the ’l‘urkish Republio and in writing cf that period ahe saia,f



"The educational system of the Turks is not very different from our own;

‘ i‘and their eduoational 1eve1 has risen.‘ Men and WQmen now. study together |

in “the various departmentsof the University". ' '

As an 0ld nupil and also a friend, T know that in saying this

Dr. Patrick felt a deep satisfaction. Throughout all the 1ong years of -
her life she had dedicated herself to the oause of - securing reoognition’

‘ of woman's value and ability, and to prove that 1n the field of servioev

to humanity they were man's full equals. : -

Before Dre Patriok came, the’ College existed in USkudar as the

Amerioan Sohool for Girls.‘ After she became President however; the grade
of instruction was raised and in 1830 1arge1y due 0 Drs Patriok‘s efforts,
the institution was granted a Charter as a College. This is the- origin of

" Charter Day celebrated every year on the anniversary of. the granting of the v
e oharter.' Dre Patriok considered this the most important day. in,the year andf
invited as speakers distinguished American scholars. In faet, not only from
Amerioa, but from the whole world she drew speakers of international | |
reputation. Often these eminent men stayed ‘several days at the College,z.‘
and during that time gave a series of 1eotures'on their fields of speoial—
ization._ Therefore, the College at suoh times beoame a veritable Republie

| of Learning. i ;wff : ' S

During the years of her presidenoy. Dr. Patrick was absent on

1eeve studying in the Universities of Zurioh, Leipzig and Berne, finally:
wreoeiving the degree of Dootor of Philosophy. She also reoeived honorary‘
degrees from eeveral American Univereities.s' e an ”‘ |
o ; i In 1905, after a disastrous fire destroyed the newest building;H
"at ﬁskudar Dr. Patriok went to Amerioa %o raise money for new buildings ;-i
on the Buropean side.. Ber heroio efforts finally met with suooess and in
1914 the College moved tt ite resent site at Arnavutkdy., During the years

_ of this great aotivity, s | he i’ und. time to take part m phiIosophioal and



S B
‘mjﬁsvoholonxoal Gongre,,es inlnaris, Nunioh. Bolognar and- aﬁ Harvard University4
. ﬁShe alao published two philoeonhical books,_"Sextus Bmplricue and Greek :
‘ rbkepticism";and "qappho and the~Island of Lesbos",' In 1924 Dr.»Patrickn-u-r
”_retired and returned to Amerioa with the title of "President Lmerita" -
’u I do not know hnw ny father came to hear of Dr. Petrick and the f
:YQCollege Put from the rime that T was very young he. wwshed me to o there;
 7and several times 1nquired if I could be reoeived as 8 special student.

i Wnen he 1earned that the Oollege did not reoeive any students who were flf*
;fyounger tnan 11 he was forced to poasess his soul 1n patience for two years;f
.‘éThen When I reaohed the age of eleven,vI was reoeived as a day student, . “

;living with my grandmother in a hOuse in the Idjadiye quarter of ﬂskudar,‘;?
'I was enrolled at the 0011ege in spite of the opposition of Abdul Hamid te :
':5i f°r°isn S°h°°18- Tt vas during the 1nterview my father had with Bry Patriok]{

: '}at that time that T first saw Dr. Patriok. My one strong memoryci that
”'interview was my shyness 1n tne presenoe of Dr» Petriok; but afterward ke B |

| remembered ﬁhe beautiful Turkish with the idiom of the Eastern vilayets G
‘ 54whioh she svoke. J was the kﬁnd of Turkish T had heard at home from thexlﬁt
'?ﬁitime I first began ta speak. It sounded a0 familiar to me: that had - no#

“'f%been awed by her strong personality,’I would have thrown my arms around her;rﬂ

R During this fx;ot yenr at Oollege X felt Very much of a stranger,"
'ffirst beoause there wae no one my age, secondly beoause it gseemed- that '

verstudents oame from all over the world, at. 1east from all eountries of the 53a
= fﬁNear East and spoke many different 1anguages., In a way, it Waﬂ almest a »vff
‘f‘f’miniature 1ntelleotuel United Netions.‘ I don't remember her“ﬁﬁﬁe but I e
fCAalways think with gratitude of the Armenian girl who took cere of me Juet
'};ﬁas though she had been my big older eister.; Had it not been for her, I fearir

,E;QQI might almost have been temnted o run away from s0hool, “Due to this o
i“nOontaot I even learned to speak fairly f}uent Armenian. : Gf_ f f}“’J ﬁ*;:'
Y | At this period we saw’ very little of Dr.lPatriok but when ehe,3  S

'“jpassed through tha oorridors even among the must nnruly students a fealing
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ZiGP veneration arose and a klnd of awed silenoe desoended._.'

| | After one year, on the seoret repozt of a éﬁ%&cnﬁ, this period

| >ended and an imperial order forced me to 1eave the sohoa1.3 However, I

},: carried on my education at home with English and Tarkish teaohers, and
7'fina11y T was able to return to the higher Collese classes as a boarder,‘
'; and after three vears T,graduated. It was during those years that my reali; 
4_oontaots with Dr. Patriok began. ’ 9 e

: Ro*h as an administrator and as a teaoher, Dr. Patrick had no

“_l favorites among either the teacherq or the suudents. Although pany of thé'y'

";Hteaohers had SDQQial frlends, even favorites among the students, Dr. Patrick?

j‘iwas always imnersopal and objeo»ive holding herself somewhat aloof.‘ During
 ,‘those years, whether the field was 1iterature, scienoe, or history, teachers,
:i were outstanding and of an. ability not easily. seoured., In faot, even in a
::1Un1versity it is not easy. to find 80 outstandlng a group. Y am- sure that s
-Dr. Patriok was largelv responaih}p Tor this unusual group-e£ weuoherSi :
2 %he,herqelf, taught Ph11050phy. Whether 1t was a topio inv'« "':
Philosophy or passages which, &as the only student 1n the olass, I chose from;

]History, I know that I found 1n them my greatest enjoyment and that T

"?pondered most over them as T read them, Partioularly beoause of her olarity'

~and simplioity, Dr. Patrlak was an. outstanding teaoher.‘ In her classes. e
}there was always theugreatest freedom for exchange o 1deas and discussion.;

Dr. Patriok both as conoerned 1deals, and in regard o the high ouality off

'k7instruction, was an exoeptional teaohPr and director:/ 1 shall never forget'

1¥‘someth1ng that happened at a private social gathering.' FVBryone was

:  supposed to make a speeoh sing a song, oOr tell a joke. bomeone asked

‘:.Dr. Pa*riok for a song» At first qhe hesitated. It seemed almost 11ke
'-asking the Sphinx to sing. After a moment's pause. she seated herself, and

with her two hands resting on - her two knees, Just 1ike an Trzinoan11 she -

,} ‘
¥

;began to sing _.'

"Erzincanda bir kus var,
Kanadlnda gumua var"
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 .and oontinued this sad, eastern folk song from end to end with all
akgseriausness and attention, just as though she were. glving a leoture on Kant;
: The last time I saw her was" when I was & visiting 1ecturer at 5
-{ 001umb1a University.; She 11ved in a hotel very near the University. i ;::?
'ftsaw her frequently, énd we had 1ong talks, that made us oome to know-énd
'-Sunderstand each other as never before. Today I know that when Dr. Patriek ~
' }sa1d "wnman" she was thinking of womanhood the world over. She 11ved to :
” be 90 but at the time when she was talking about making a visit to Turkey,'
‘8 he passed on. ”'u‘ i 4_; Sl "M G '
,:. ‘“ ' Today, if'salute her with gratitude and affeotion as a great
f"'rt"person, ana a great teaoher. And I know that all her students Join me
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