
Doceınber 7, 1955

Dr4 l^uncan S* Ballantine 
Presldont o f Robert College

Doar Dr* Dallantine,

Ab you already know I havo been asked by a consîdorable 
number o f persona -  colleagues, Trustees, et a l , -  to 'orer)are 
a h:lstory o f Robert College, and to ha ve i t  ready fo j/r ıu b lica - 
tion  by 1962, the contennial year. I don»t consider nyBolT 
especj.all^/’ w ell q.uallfîed fo r  the task, as I hav© noithcr the 
g i f t  nor the exp©rlence o f authorship# The only roasori fo r  
my boing thought of İn this oormection İs my almost \m- 
Interriîpted fo r ty -f lv e  years of service İn the College İn a 
varloty  o f adninlstrative capacitles, The fa c t  that î  om 
p a rtia lly  on the retlred  l l s t  this year and w ill  bo corrınlotely 
so no:ıt yoar, and w ill  hav© tho time to devote to the job is ,  
o f course, another reason.

î  v/ısh to stat© that I oi;: lıonestly quite reacly to tvm  
tho task över to someone ©Ico trho may be better gualifioçlâ 
Tbero i'iay v;ell be such a pereon and I shall rest conbent 
T/natovor une decislon  ls« In case, however, you and ttıo 
TrustoGG consider that I should go ahead I shall try to pro- 
duco a book vsrhlch w lll  be useful as a record o f eventr> and 
conditions and which, at the same time, w ll l  glve vory 
conslderable emphasla to the human element, wlthout vyhich 
no h ictory  can possib ly  appeal to more than a very rostricted  
group o f readers, and, İn fa c t ,  can be hardly readablo at 
a l i ,  Tao story o f Robert College İs largely  th© story of 
vigorous and interestlng person a litios , whose bellefs^  
a c t iv it io s , and even İndloayncrasles, can glve much color 
and vlvidnoss to a vritten  account* Furthermore,tho fa c ts  
about the College as an in stltu tlon  -  that İ t  was the f i r s t  
Ai::crican oxperlment İn International educatlon outsidb tho 
ünitod States; that around İt  swirled ovents of great 
slgn lficance t o the Near Kast, iılurope and the world as a 
whole5 that İ t  played no negU gible part in the astoundirig 
p o lit ic û l  and soc la l ehanges whlch have occurred throughout 
i t s  lif©  -  provlde material which, properly uaed, should 
ma!:© a ro a lly  İnterestlng as w ell as a valuable book.

Doubts may be expreased as to the necessity  of covor- 
tng the v/hole perlod o f th© h.lstory o f the College in  vîov; 
of tho f u l l  treatment İn th© books by Hamlin, Washbnrn r.nd
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Gates* I think, however, the time has come fo r  a frosh 
ar.proach t o the subject and a troatment from the point of 
vİow o f a modem oba er ver and stilden t of history* Hamlin^ 
Washbıım and Gates wrote personal narratlves whlch wero 
natıırally hlghly subjectlve in  their approach* A moro 
dotached and ob jective  view ahoııld now be possiblo* I 
wonld try  to carry out an Intorpretive treatment  ̂ a study 
of tho motivations o f the pioneer missionaries and o f tho 
foundors o f the College* I would try a lso to ezanıine the 
attitudes and reactions of tho lo ca l peoples to the vrork 
and p o lic io s  o f the College. Vfaat the Turks, esp ocia lly , 
thought v/ore the motives behind what to them must lıavo 
seomed an ext;raordinary enterprise. Their change of attitnde 
from ono o f h o ş t İ l ity  and sucpicion to one o f fr icn d lin ess 
and trust constitute a fascinating subject for Invosti^ation 
and c la r ifica tion ^ .

I loavo made a rouğh outline of the d i  vi si ons o f the 
boolr and the subjeots to be troated, whloh I enclose with 
this le t te r . These divlsions and hoadings are, o f couroc, 
very prollmlnary and tentativo and need a lo t  o f thinlcinrt 
and vTorIdjıg över and w lll  oertaln ly  be extensively re\riacd.

în order to c o lle c t  material fo r  a complete record 
and balanced synthesis İ t  would be necessary fo r  me to 
consult records İn the United States as w ell as here* 
havo in our archives raany old le tte rs  and other documonts 
from îlr* Hobort, Mr* Kennedy, îir* Dodge and othors to the 
presidonts and other men İn the fie ld *  The lo ca l f l l o s  
o f presidonts* reports and le t te r s , esp ecla lly  the la t to r , 
to tlıo Trustees are, however, sadly Incomplete* There i s ,
I b o liev e , a co llee tion  o f reports and le tters  İn the Now 
York O ffice . These o f course should be consulted* I should 
a lso  İlke to havo access to booko bearing on the boginnings 
of tho mioslonary movement out o f vrtılch Robert Colloso 
emerged and many o f which aro available only in lib ra ries  
in the "̂’nited States and in tho American Board rooms in 
Boston. Thus I should İlke to have i t  made fln a n cia lly  
possiblo fo r  rae to spend som© months İn the States and I 
an inaklng suggestions to this o f fe c t  in a second lettor#

Probably I should devoto tho f i r s t  months, porhaps 
tho f i r s t  yoar, to a study of the material available, tho 
tahlng of notes, the preporation of a blbliography, ete . 
in  order that, should my health deterlorate to such an
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esvCîîit; taat I could not continuo wlth th© project^ 
matOTlP.1 ^70uld be avallable for soıneone else to tıacu 
ne(y.mâ phme • perhaps the second year • would o f codpjŝ  
bo d>'i'?ot"!ct to the actual w rlting.

T should perhaps mention that Professor Uwis Ihoraai 
or Vpin<;.,;ton has suggested that the Princeton Ohivoröiby

ThisP:;‘ogs ?î«l^ht be w llling  to publish the book. 
pt:bl5,3höd the book by Presldent Gates*

T thank you for th© oncouragement you hav# alroad̂ »- g5.ven to th# proposal that thi» proje ot should be tak̂ m. I can only hop© that, Xf I am considered a sıût- 
ablo pcrüon to do the job, the flnlshed product wlll bo worthy of the subject.

S.lr-ĉ rely yours.

Harold L. Scott
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