194 Oxford Street,
Rochester, New York,

- i April 29,1935,

Professor Harold L.Scott,
Robert College,
Istanbul, Turkey.

Dear Scott,

Your last letter was of course received
some time ago,and as always with your letters we were part-
icularly glad to have it,

The months have been coming and going,
and I have had a number of lines out for a position,and have
linked up with certain placement agencies,but nothing has
appeared as yet,that has materialized,or even gotten very
"warm®, One of my chief difficulties in trying to land a
position is that when I was forced out of Robert College,the
Administration of Robert College did nothing to try to
secure my reinstatement,and did not come out in any way in
my behalf, It is difficult for people here,to whom I apply
for regular academic employment,to understand why,after such
a long period of work out there,my disappearance from the
scene at Robert College was acquiesced in so genially, If
only I could get mg start in the picture here,I think I could
make good in the academic picture,

During Dr.Monroe's brief stay in this
country,I saw him in New York, He was very gloomy about the
situation,but no more so than most people here,who have sought
to follow what has been going on in connection with American
educational work in Turkey,and have tried to find a reasoned
explanation for the way things have taken place at both of
the Colleges in Istanbul., The financial troubles have of
course in themselves been severe enough; the attitude of the
Turks has too frequently been curiously shortsighted;but ,in the
opinion of many here,to those difficulties have been added :
calamitous palicies of administration, Here I have been surprized
at the general wonderment that it should be expected that the
Colleges will have any justifiable influence under present cond-

itions.

It is assuredly an unhappy state,and it cuts
to the quick, I can imagine how very difficult it all is out
there., The other day I was talking with Dr.Robert E,Speer heee
in Rochester,and I was astonished at his bluntness about it all,
including Dr.Coffin's visit., Perhaps his is an unknowing attitude,
but Speer is a man of experience and judgment,

On this letter I am putting one of the Conn-
ecticut Tercentenary stamps,just issued, I thought David would
be glad to have it,for I suppose he collects stamps., This goes to
you and your household with our very affectionate greetings,

Cordially~yours,
i” -5, P 52;4(&,

Edgar JJFishery



20 Vieedbine Ave., !
Rechester, New Yerk.

i September 12,1934,

Prefesser Hareld L.Scett,
Rebert Cellege,
Istanbul, Turkey.

Dear Scott,

Yeur very welceme and very interesting letter
of July 26tk written on beard the "Caldea'" was received in due
seasen and we vere very glad te hear frem you. I am glad that yeu
and Davied had such a fine time en beard that small,but "neble" ship.

We have not yet cennected with any pesitien é
fer this year,and I expect te secure what lecturing sppeintments I
can,altheugh this is a mest uncertain means of existence. Our difficul ti
ies have been se censiderable during the last menths,that it was refresh
ing te have a friend in Syracuse effer a geod-sized and fine cellar
fer the sterage of eur effects,until such time as we may be able te
settle somewhere. How financially wrecking the experience centinues te
be 1s seen frem the fact that the bill that I have just received of
freight frem New Yerk te Syracuse,cartage in New Yerk frem wareheouse
te freight depet,custems entry and "services" came to $171.94.This
of course does not include cartage frem railread to depet in Syracuse.

Ags you knew I theught that I had the pesitien ef
Directer of Intermatienal Heuse fer next year.If the English language
has any meaning,that effer was made and accepted by me,and Dr.lMenree
believed this after a telephene conversatien with the Chairmasn ef the ‘
Cemmittee. Due te circumstances which neone seems te understand the
Committee decisien was changedfweeks later,and after I had negatived
anether offer,and had discentinued ether lesds. It was enly last week
that I received what appears te be a final decisien in the matter,but »
se far as I knew a new Directer has net yet been appeinted.it seems
increéible that men of wide affairs ceuld handle a situatien as this
one has been cenducted. Frem varieus parts of the glebe I have received
cengratulatery messages cencerning the Internatienal Heuse appeintment,
The news went ferth frew ether seurces than myself,fer I was asked net
te say anything until the Cemmittee was ready for a fermal anneuncement.

I have not evenf teld my brethers te new.

| Your letter raised many serieus questiens cen-
cerning the werk st Rebert Cellege and the present situatien. I have
haé seme ébhar letters,and I have been surprized at the situatien that
kas been presented te me by persens this summer. During the summer I
have had leng talks upen eccasien with Dr.Menree,lr.Staub,and at least
one of the Trustees, Where the general public knews abeut the Cellege,
I have been surprized that there has been such cemplete pessimism,
that there i1s such definite belief that American educatien in Turkey has
lived its usefulness and eutwern any welceme that it may have had,

Altheugh it is perhaps net preper for me te
write eof the influence of my ejectien upen this feeling,it has ceme te
me on every hand,snd this has been exceedintly unfertunats fer the
Cellege . When the difficulty arese last year,I called the attentien
of Dr.Menree te the unhappy effect of an sasy assent te the dismissal
witheut hearing of any kind,er active definite pretest,prempt and
earnest,ef a permanent member eof the American Staff,whe hdé been
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,_:5adﬁinlstrative sfficial rér ¢uch a TQnr flme. Heow unpwrtunate +hc
i afféet has been upen. the prestige and influenee of the Cellege, T had '’
" net.suspected wnhi) recently..lagt/fall cenfidential news from.the . - :
LS bate Bepartment got eut’ that my case had been decided teo the satisfactien
<. of the Rebert College admlnlgtration.-uhcther it is true er met,I canwet
¥ hgay,but I heve had it sbrengly intimated te me. tha+ the eé&sy acquicscence
Cein my departure frem Rebert Cellesge fitted dnte the econemy pregram that:
has been ge impertant naturally in recent menths. Just where or what the
7 sxeet truth is,I am neb sure,but frem much infermatien that has ceme te -
i me. quite unsollicited 53 havo ‘semevhat of & theory. But: disceunting ‘my .
" ewn feelings in the matter te & cengidersbid degreee,it 1s being increas-
gg:,ingly brought hone teo ‘me sJhow regrettablc has besn the, effect net @nlv
: j upon uy ewn wntirests ﬂﬁ{ﬁ but upen these of the. College as well.

W"
¥

AR % AN ' S1am sorry that your 1ast year “as S0 difficult,an&
,,ghow oftsn I longcd te 'be on: the job te helps Surely it.41s eur sarnest.
T'hepe that, this prcsent ‘academic year will be'a better and a happler one.y
_V;,Certain eof the: suggestiens, that yeu made in. yeur letter te me ‘have been i
vl pasgedien as discreetly and frankly as nmssiblo,alonf with ethers that .
gesmed prqper for re te make, Uper varieus eccasiens my advice eor suggev*
:éstion upen ' the conditiens has béen asked,altheugh this at times may se
Cocteput weip &4 difflcult position,thn 1t comes te respending. I can onf;
nteld ofelks that  if - they wish they csan. discelnt my.. epiniens,en the bround
e possiblc feelings due te the treatment thet I received tt Istanbul. e
CHARE T interestimg that when I am: cnthusinstic or laudatory on elther the-
. Cellege or the Turkish sitdatien, they are inclined to, think that l am
fg"just talking";er tryiﬂs te. sloss LiRgs WVERL D U0 e e T

0 : t Y eT6. ~The: fact 19 friend Scett,and it might juat as well =
a{be facei that/is ne sentiment here that the Turks are intcrested in having i
e out: thore or Want us eut there ev will telerate -fereign.: sducatienal | ;
ey ether institutions under’ vonditions that make their centinuancs
2 sufficlently er reasenably werthwhile,er es:-the Americam’ is:inclined te
put it,justifiably Werthwhile under cenditiens of self-respect; And.when
N _ene searchss the heart snd mind fer hoenest and ungualified arguments . -
5. ‘te the.effect that the Turks .de Want-these fersign imstitutiens,under ;. -/
WA dustifieble cenditions;really convincing arguments ave hard te muster... ' A
.y I Weuld be glad if yeu would send me bolstering xrgumnnrs feri uge,based
Cupen the:gituation ag yeu sse it now. Yeu of ceurse know that it is very "
. hdrd te get funds fer anything mew. Certainly new funds ecan hardly be rais~;
for a’ situation where it leeks te pseple here 'ss if eonly the money Was. .
‘wanted,and that quite diverced frem the spirit and idexls in suppert: of
" which the meney was8 raised. And there, ig real questien conceruiug the
T use of funds alroady raised. Perhaps we have been remiss on the fiele .
o onnetofacing up te: the situalien sarliary,or nel- sieslizing whers We were geinA¢
R &8 T W1 eduy ta'gasen lesking st the game levely lamisCupe angd hot rTealize
Wi when Lhe beauty -has fadedf eut of the Eiuta;e. Ye3rs age we prbbably ghonly
“‘have Yisted Nhese “Thingd May Be™ und "These I[Linga day et eV ang thea ¥
ghscked them off s, things develepsds If We check new,perhap: the sutren- ™
- ders Waye alresdy besn tee many,2nd there mipht Le. a disposition Lo try:
" Beeperatively te reclalm gems ef-theilegt beaulyl Here I ‘think there “ista
G feeling that the ramsining inetitutiens in Turkey sheuld survsy ths e
“<,~,-s{tuatlon te knew jusb where and how tuey expacl te'gos That woudd seenm t&w
ﬂf% ‘be 2 uwige and gatisfactery thing te 494 Having charted the 'whebe amid thie &
ki }&.w",tbéﬂe sheuld then be sewe means of knomjng whether 1t repreaents &f;
ALY Aaything that is realizable with & Peasenable dsgree of perménsrcs o whosg-q]
‘ ssntences. may nét-be very satisfactory,but I.de thinl' tkey rrpﬁes-ax

o

>

' f‘h‘u eur"on¢ tkeurht ani f001‘ng en tbi‘problem. ‘ o o,
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& 194 Oxford Street,
Rochester, New York.

December 9,1934,

Professor Harold I,.Scott,
Robert College,
Istanbul, Turkey.

Dear Professor Scott,

Your letter of last October was read with
mueh interest and appreciation,and as always we were very glad
to hear from yvou.From the letters that I have received,I have
the feeling that there is noone else back at Robert College,
who has such an exact concention of what the Robert College
situation has meant to me personally as you, '

The news that vou wrote about the opening of
College and the various changes interested me greatly,I haope that
you have all been having a really worthwhile year in the work.
There is a strange mixture of feeling about it all,for in many
ways it seems so near in point of time and interest since we were
at Hissar,and then again it appears to be 2 more or less confused
and peculiar picture, The latter feeling I think comes from the
fact largely that after I put in the years there,fourteen of which
practically were as Dean, I should have been pushed out as a sort
of o thief in the night,with no formel expression on the part of
the Faculty,or the Trustees,or any group, that hetokened confidence
in the work and attitudes that we had shown during the years at
Robert College. The more I hear and understand, the clearer it
seems that the responsibility is as largely American as AT 1Y
Turkish,in my departure from Robert College,

In the absence of a regular position still,T
have been turning to lecturing,snd in late September sent out =&
numher of lecture snnouncements, Considering how late it was for
getting into the field of lecturing this season,- most important
programs are made up in the late spring,- I have been getting a
fair number of lecture dates here and there. It is rather finen-
cially uncertsin and precarious,however,snd my desire is to put my
efforts into s definite piece of work,The idea of an itinerant
lecturer has no great appeal to me,although some people do Ffeel
that it must be a grand kind of 1life.

Edgar,Tr, has been having an interesting time
ot Arthur Washburn's little Solebury School at New Hope, Pennsyl-
vania. Lecture engagements have taken me fo Philadelphia in Nov-
ember,and I hhd two brief visits with Edgar,Jr.0ur plans were 8o
uncertain for this vear,and Arthur Washburn made us such a very
good offer for the son for the year,that we found it advantageous
in every way to send him to Solebury School. With him away we can
shrink into very small quarters,and now have a two-room appartment
on Oxford Street in this city.

bl
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L December 9,1934,

As the Christmas season approaches we very
naturally think of the many Christmases that we spent ot Hissar,
and we hope that the Christmas season is & truly happy one for
vou all, This goes to you and your household particularly
with our affectionate greetings,and our bhest wishes for a Merry
Christmas and a very Happv New Year.

Faithfully vour%,

Z [,

Edgar J.Fisher.
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