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3İways be en

The various Altmınae who from tin e  to t in e  look out frora 
th is  platform across ycur hnndreds o f faces are f i l l e d  with 
emotions vatying as t  hey wish t  hey vvere önce mor e sittin ,^  down 
there w ith you, or are glad they are not. But even those o f us 
who would not cTıange places vjith you must, I  t  hınk, f e e l  a 
measure o f  envy. O'or world ontside is  so fr igh ten in g , - and 
you look so s a fe î

* '* I
\?hen I  think of my own-days at the American Gollege fo r  

Grirls - just fo r ty  years ago - i t  is  th is  atfeosphere o f seou rity , 
contrasted with the insecu rity  of l i f e  ou ts ide , that envelopes 
ıry meınories. But I  wish I  could g ive  you a pioture o f those items, 
to s?ıow you that your s is te rs  o f  a l i  the years have had fun lik e  
yours and the same absorption in the l i f e  here#

When 1 say *'here” , I  do not mean up on th is  h i l l to o ;  fo r  
the Oollege in  1914 - 15 had mcved only part o f İ t s e l f  (from 
ÜskUdar) in to  these new buildings# The Prepai’ ctory So' o o l (where 
I  spent what_was then oa lled  the Sub-Preshman year) was in the 
old H isuris Palace at the bottom o f the h i l i ,  I  have 
glad that I  had the p r iv ile g e s  o f that romantic plaoe»

Where now stands the Turkish Primary richool, beside the 
College gate, there rose a hug;e old hu ild ing, w ith a gate o f i t s  
07jn, on the quay, a fore-cou rt v;ith a garden, and high above th.e 
S tree t, on a le v e l  vvith the second flibor, a pobhind teiToce where 
we played at recess# The palace i t s e î f ,  - rather gaunt and. 
unadorned outside - was inposing v/it'nin, and fu l l  o f in te ros tin g  
fca tu res.

On the ton f lo o r  vias the apartment o f Dr. and ^̂ ra# m ırray, 
ruîr P rin c ipa l and his w ife , - and also the school d.i.ning room, so 
that ive v.’ent, su rpris ing ly  enough, upstalrs to our mealsr

The ground f lo o r  had it s  spccia l usea, w).leh a. sh a ll 
mention in a .'üOineni:. And t>ıe middle f lo o r  was mainly ocouoied 
■̂iv a vast Study -^11, in ;vl-at : .ad been t]>e p̂rand Sofa or main 
l iv in g  rooîn o f the prlace. Long v.indovvs on the Böspı.orus s id e , 
opening on the terrace , vvere edged wlth colored g la s s ; there vvere 
cendelİers vvitl* dangling prisıns 7.hiclı sometimes cast rainbovvs 
aeross v ;r iesks; and the c e il in g ,  <as in a l i  üne old Turkish 
Inusr.s, vv-.:s an in tr icacy  o f oainted oarüng. We sat at double desks, 
vvith r arrov.' air.les hetvvcGn t.he p a lrs ; - very convenient fo r  the 
passlng nf not*:!;, I an sorry to cay, but a discomfortablı; arrangement 
I f  you ’ ıad a desk-mate you d idn ’ t  l ik e ,  who borro.-n d vour '•'■e::t 
T ene ü s  'uui ohevved tVıoın,

We }:ad a.sKpmbiy in  tVıe Stndy h a il,  the f i r n t  ^.riod cvery 
>rnint', v/itlı lir, Hurray on the r l 'f^ a rn  ot t i  o i! j-c u;k,
le oth^r teacdıors in ci rovv behind v>jır>̂  rj-.r? yino Taylor  ̂ oor- ,:d 3 İ c 
»ac>jer, at tl^e rlano to leod rur onenLıu.; .ni cl'rjin r: oorj.;, ^nce
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t> 
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or tvvice a year, in  that Hail a lso , there m i3 a piano r c c ita l  
by a groi7p o f trambling music-students. At le a s t , I  was alırays 
so rauoh a trembling one, th>":t i t  seemed to me the ren t mnat fea r 
as ?rmc}ı as i  did th is ordeal. Fy fr ien d , U lviye Bedi (now Bayan 
İsvan, mother o f  two Robert College graduates, and Mother-in-lavv 
i f  I am not rnistr,]ren, o f  two fr ir is  College oneo) was cy sdn iration  
and deapair; fo r  she played b ee-a tifu lly , and w ith apparent ease 
and pleasure, even in  fron t c f  the whole school.
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Misuris Palace ground- 
0 im i la r  s i  7,e , c a l le d ,

î?plendid apartment was used fo r  
i t  was only a şo rt o f g lo r i f ie d  
whicu opened from i t  on the side

Which brings rbe to  the ııses o f the 
f lo o i ’ . ITnder t>.'.e Stndy Hail was a roorn o f
as the one here in Gou.ld is  oa lled  toc - tYjQ Marbie H ail. I t  had 
been the ent 'anee-hall o f the Pe.Iace, pnved in  mr.rbie, dim ?^ith 
purple l ig h t  from sta ined-glass windows, and term inating in  a 
broad , di^ided f l ig h t  o f  s lippery  marbie s ta irs  wbich led up to 
the nain f lo o r  abovc. İ’his <iuite 
receptions and parties ; but to me 
corridor t o the tîıree small rooms
tovvard tho Gollegc road. 'Xhere were the practice rooms fo r  music 
students; and they \vere ca lled  re sn eo t iv e ly , Piarıo Two, Piano 
Three,'and Piano four* (Piano One was u p s ta irs ») Each was a bare 
l i t t i e  roorn, w ith  matting on the f lo o r ,  a battered .riîslc stand in 
the corner, a piano and two chairs. In w in ter, vvarmed by the sm  
on ly, as I  r e ç e l i ,  they vvere very cold  places to p ractice  in ! One 
had to stop p c r io d ica lly  and rub one's handa. But I spent many 
haopy hours there. Piano Three was the best. A li of us who had 
p ractice  hours tr ie d  to  get Piano Tlıree î 1 even rerr:ember a sod

my be>ıaviour marks because o f Piano Three. 
was, didn’ t  want to p ractice  that period; 
o f the Btudy Hail vwhere I s a t, f̂ nd (ıjtnseen 

by ty.e teaoher on the platform ) nade known to me, throogh the 
sign-langıjage in which a l i  sn h oo l-g ir iş  are o r o f ic ic n t , ”that 
Piano İhree was fr e e .  Of course I  iıad no permiesion to oractice  
duTlng that study- hour; but hov; could I r e ç is t  snch an opportunity? 
My dest was on the e ic le  leading to the d' or; and I  tr ied  the mad 
erpedient o f s lipp in g  down from my seat to  crawl on hands and 
knê ŝ out oS the roorn. i  think I  might have m-de İ t  i f  the 
g ir iş  in the adioinirıg a is le -sea ts  hand*t become convk.îlsed /;ith 
laıu^ıter at my procedure - ttms a ttre c t in g  the a tten ticn  o f the 
Study H ail ter cher. Alas ! Instead of Piano T)ıree, I got a 
”Heport” 03 i t  vvas called#

Our Gİassroorns were ?ıot in the palaee , but in tlıe wooden

occasion when I  low^red 
The g i r l  whoae piano i t  
30 sil® can e to the door

Y a lı on t>ie 
noTv hcs his 
co rrid o r or

7ther side o f the road - the house İn whlch the gotenıan 
O ffic e . From the tcrrace o f tlıe Palace , a woodsn 
covei'cd bridge ’//ent across över vvhat is  novr

to a docr cut liıtc  t}ie vvall o f the Y a l ı ’ s second ı lo o r .
e la ;,sroo:iri nnall - cxtra-crowded bectıtge

the gntevyny, 
ü u r

o ctove İn each
one, fo r  wc had no Central heat; and i an sure th et r ick e ty  old 
buiİcling a licadache to the adminis tra tion . în f a c t , one 
nl^ii'^nlng da,y i t  cau;^}tt f i r e  I ı'«e were ?javlng -“ rssemhl v  ̂ whcn one o f  
tlje teachors cutna fıa s tily  in , /iuunt̂ d̂ t/ie n İH tfom , l vylîlsocred 
something to Hr. •̂‘u’-ray. i  s t i l i  reınember novv her hand shook as 
she hcld i t  to her face . Br. Purray l e f  t  the j'oom at oucet and 
a moment la ter *>e sav(< him p<-ss the door going tovvard thıe Yc i i ,  
in h-.s haiıd a i j  re -cy tlfis ıjj sher. i.t fr.ls , one gi r l  sc eti '.erı; -
an<î 1 think >ve niglıt oroıcen up in a oanic, Lf j M  n o



been fo r  the level-headedncss o f  Miss Taylor# V/e had been standing 
singing, as she played, and as our voices auailed, she whirled around 
on the piano-ütool and faced us,

slıe cried . ” Stay in  your p laees, and s in g î”

She iîept as singing t i l i  Dr. imrray hlm self came back - 
fc rtm ıa te ly  in  a vcry short time. The f i r e  had been put out 
immediotely,

We îıad a great a ffe c t io n  fo r  that old Y a lı;  and we .vorked 
hard in those uncomfortable classrooms - with the same heartaohes 
över 5 1/2»s and 6’ s and 9 's that yoa have today.

One o f my teachers there was someone s t i l i  very o iose to the 
College in  he art > someone whom most o f you know - Mr>ij Sunra'ners,
She was a young vvoman then, our teacher o f se lence. She was 
severe, and v̂ e were a l i t t i e  a fra id  o f her c lasses; but she had a 
c le a r , sure way o f explain ing; and her praise and rare smile 
r e a lly  meant a reward. As a g i r l ,  she had grown up as some o f 
you knovv, at Ç ile , on the Blaok 3ea, ivhere her fa th er , Oaptain 
Summers, d ireeted  the Ü fe -S av in g  S tation . She de 'c r ib ed  to  us 
v iv id ly  the Ş ile  Roeks oi black basa lt, vNirâch stoüd so firm  against 
the poımding o f thunderous Black 3ea stormSi

Oui’ English teacner, Mı -s Anderson, a d e lig lıt fu l ı^rson, 
with a great sense of humor, could be nearly as s t r ic t  as '̂ îss 
Summers» One day, vvhen no one in our c l  -ıss gave her the proper 
d e fin it iu n  o f a myth, she req.uired every g i r l  to look i t  up and 
vvrite i t  üut twenty times# B elieve i t  or not, though I have 
fo rgo tten  many vvorthier matters in  these fu rty  years , I  can s t i l i  
repeat that d e f in it io n :-

”A rayth is  a story , the o r ig in  o f  which is  fu rgotten , that 
ostensib ly  re la tes  h is to r io a l events , which are usıaalLy o f suoh 
diUracter us to serve to explain some p ra c t ic e , b e lie f ,  ın s t itu t io n , 
or natui'al piıenomenon. ”

-But iiıiss Anderson was one o f ine best English teachers I  
ever had, here or in Anıerica. .İt w''s who opened ny ey -̂y to the 
fa c t  thut storlns di dr.» t  ;jua-< fiow  from the t ip  o f iin a>rthor’ s pen.
A ta le  lik e  The Oreat S t  one ~ r-oe or Van Winklo bocine doubly 
in ter 'est’ ng when 5îbe ; ointed out thn t i t  hnd a patt<='rn and a plan#
Ard i t  W3s Miss Anderson who introduced me to Ohr^rles Pickens. We 
read Pickvvick ^apers that yeur: and San T e l le r  was tr.o f i  rs t 
charocter in a bAok '.vbo Tiade ne laugh t i l i  T crl'^d# Snb-Preshmen
spcoi.'ılly lovetl . iar; Anderson because she heloed us to w r lte  a 
0 1--1SS Burı.g, :::ri to nnhlj.fjh a mnnthly magazine ca 'lled , grandly.

S ta r.

Suo}''. a.üod uimes we İmdî - esi'iC'^ially in the dnrnırr, when we 
could skiD rope >>n the teraacc- a [; re c ess , and v^'en tan i j i l i ,  up 
whic}ı we ised to s '.r o l l  Ui'irihg tiıe noon hour, wes ı' narr. Lng-over with 
plum blossomn and w ıs to ria  horse-crıestnut. ne st.ncK fion ers
över oor ea rs , vvanderod ai'n-in-örm , - ne sang a pong v?e Itad iearned 
.in Singing Olusu, vvh.ioh beyan:
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”ÎPhe sun is  b righ t, t  he a ir  is  c le a r , 

The darting swallows soar and s in g ,”

which seemed exac1:ly to  express our in a rticu la te  joy. Miss 
Taylor^s singing class was ca lled  by the old-fashioned name of
”Vocal Music” ; and i t  occupied, as you s e e , a large place in our
in te res ts , Like the-Preparatory Sohool th is  year, we even geve 
an operetta» I t  was nothing lik e  such a c lass ic  as The Mikado  ̂
and I am snxe not nearly s o w e ll done; but vve were tremendoîTsTy 
Involved and exe lted . I t  vıas Snow White and the S'even hwarfs; 
and vve gave i t  in the ınonth o f May, out-doors , on the le v e l plaoe
bet'.vecn the road and the ;path, at the bottOm o f the h i l i , under
the gvTeat plane trees .

Sometimes vıe v/ent up t  o the Oollege fo r  a play or a concert
in this, thcn very new, a'aditorium; - or över to Robert Coilege

TT  ̂n ^  I TT "V** m’ n ^  *1 i \r\ fTI ^  >■ T "1 ^  ^  m». -4- Jt ^  Tfo r  Pound e rs hay or I ’ie ld  hay, The two co lleges v/ere e n t ire ly
separate then, wlth d iffe ren t presidents; - so an expedi.tion t 
that l i t  t ie  “Imoym te r r ito r y  was even ;riore oı an adventure, per 
than i t  Is  to you who go more ofte];ı*

r h a p s ,

i  was myself a day-student. v;ho iiv e d  at Rumeli Hisar* The 
tram -line had ,1ust be en completed (o f  com\se no one had yet dreamed 
o f such a th ing us a t a x i ) , - â ıd vve used to tlıink i t  great furt 
to ride in  the vvomen’ s compartment at the fron t o f the tram. A 
curtain d ivided  the Haremlik from the re s t  o f the veh io le ; and 
behind tm.s vve could ğ lgg le  ‘and cut-up to our h eart's  content»
This vr/as in tlıe old days, you see, when Turkish g ir iş  were secluded 
and s t i l i  Vv’ore v e ils »  A Turkish frien d  o f mine from ı^ebek, nartıed 
SelrnOi, sometimes vvalked to go> oo l vvitlı me , wearing o f  nourse, her 
black setin  çarşaf and v e i l .  She could put back the v e i l ,  i f  there 
v w s  nobody ooîfting toward us along the viuay; but when a man appeared 
even an old fisiıerman, and even at a distanoe - Selma vvould say, 
*’T1ü\7 i  mu?t shut my fa ce ” - and p\ıll down her p retty  blaok gauze# 

To t e l i  the truth , 1 rather vvished I  too could v/ear t?ıis faso inat- 
ing acoessory*

Selma and I  often  v ent t(' school on foo t fr^n J3ebeh; - in 
fa r t  1 vvo ı̂ld walk .İLİ the way fron ülıe top o f the Robert Coilege 
h i l i  to tiıe bottom o f t>ıis one* I t  v/as exh ilera tin g  to  fuce a 
cold South Wind and t>ıe waves dashing th e ir  saray över Amavutküy 
Po in t .

But there were other th ings, not haooy ones , .viııch looraed 
bor.'ind o'a: days. The F irs t worid v»'ar vfas jn pro/’ress
then; nod w>’ i le  vve scnool,tirİ3  did not chink too se r io  ııjiy :n,>out i t ,  
perlıups , in the midst o f  oıır >»'.lgebra and Frenci. Composition, our 
games and p riva te  jokes - v/e were aware o f that ı^eoıvy V Lack 
clond; ’»Ve lonr lln^s o f :d.diers cn horsebuck r id jn v  the
Col3o'e rate; c4-.nrıOt vverp to ’-ven up th<̂  bosnhorus on -̂ ônl .-ons; 
and sometimes we iıeord the beat o f a urûm in the v i l l .  atreots
w).ove men wore 'ioing rocm ited , Th's vvüg vrry  fr lgh ten irır .
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But do you know, young though we vvere , I  th ink we had a 
fe e l in g  that the Collef^e was in  some way a place that wars oould 
not reach; a fo r tress  against a l i  that fea r  and abnormality, 
kept ns wa3nn and saf e , while the world outside ’i'vas cold and 
dangerouG»

You too bave th is  fe o lin g , İ t  cornes partly  frorn yo ur very
abseorption in the d a ily  l i f e  heîre; in  your fr ie n d s , your parties  
and p lays , and a lso in  the olasöroom v\rorld, yoıır teaohers and your 
books. You are vvorking dec per and deeoer into the l i f e  o f the 
îDİnd and sp ir it^  crea ting  your own person a lities  - growing up; - 
and the o ut s i  de world is fo r the present less ın te res tin g  t  o you 
than the G ollege, The fr ig lıten in g  things that you ma°t faee la te r ,  
touo}\ you only l ig h t ly  here - - only the eclıoeo of the drura.

v7hy do the Seniors cry , at the end o f the yearV hecause, 
they knovv that no njutter how rnany troubles they have lıad in O ollege, 
and no matter how many joys they w i l l  bave ou ts id e , here in 
a speo ia l way, they have been saf e* They have vvakened every 
îTio.rni2'ıg to  a fam ilia r  routine; work that is  su itab le and beneficent 
fo r  t  hem, play that is  lun, teaohers to help thenı, fr ien ds  to 
share every experienoe, sheltered sleep  at n ight. The Seniors 
cry because a fte r  Jıme everything is  going to be d if fe r e n t : what 
\vork to do w i l l  then be a problem; friends and fnn they must find  
fo r  theraselves; - even food and sh e lte r  w i l l  suddenly no longer 
be automatic.

When you pass o ut o f tlıese protecting gates; the drums 
b.eat very loııd.

Be gind you do not have, l ik e  my Selma , to  ”shut your faıses*” 
Your viorld is ,  on the vfrıole , less fr igh ten in g  than hers.

But Gelma and I ,  as vvell as you Goilege i'VO’̂ ıen of fo r ty  
years la te r ,  oarry something v/bich kceps us - o r sbould Vcep 2:13- 
from too mucb i'ear* I  cannot t e l i  you exactly  bow it hapocns; but 
i f  i’.avG taken vvhr;̂ t the sor. <nrlty o f the College of fo rs  oy, i f  vve 
have been absorbed in the good a c t iv it ie e  fo r  vvhiob afterwarâs there 
vvlll >'o no opportnr.ity - we w1 1 1  îr:ave fo r  ged a kind jf. armor, tiıat 
can vvithstand tbc f ie r y  darts nrajnst ’vhioh less fortoriUte vomen 
have no nrotcotion , This srı^or is  an inner cne, not dcponiont upon 
vf.hat you u'ork r<t ̂ /.bcrr* you or hov; much mou(‘.v you lıove» I t  is
the 00 orago whio)ı i s one mark of an educs ted woman, And in tjıe sense 
vvhich I  am speakiny, th is şort o f urotectinn is not acn.uired by 
your owTi v irtu es ; i t  is givon to you, freei: you have only to take it#  
I t  tnay ho ^orgod o ıt o f seeıningly unimportant eventa; - Fso,:ıething 
A'bich" >ms ’̂ a^noned to' you porhans th is very mornin*; I  -cncvv my 
armor, 5ur;h as i t  is ,  has in  i t  t>io lauglıtor o f Sanı .Vcllar, the 
indom itp.bility o f Vna basalt rocks at .'jile and tnc ■»^esoaroofulness 
o f a young musio teaclıer wbo cujuld con tro l a hundriid fri*:;l'itened 
y ir lc  • ür i t  may be uaJo out of great tldngs lik e  the ıbılloaophy 
o f P la to , or t}ıe uusle o f I.ach., ’.Vhatover i t  is , yc',! rı.ave i t  to 
protect you, and an uu-icducated womtn has i t  not.

Porgfî that armor vve i l  î O'ir Coil(*.y'i İs gi viug tcu M.o 
substariu ou t  o 'ne he t o f»

ir
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