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News

he Turkish government 
claims that the top half of a 
fourtlı-century BC marble 
statue of Hercules in the 

loston Muscuın of Pine Arts bclongs 
n Turkcy. Thcy say that the picce 
k'as sınuggled out of the country 
ftcr İts cxcavation near Antalya in 
980.

Ihe muscum says that it bought 
lıe statue legally, with full paper- 
'ork, together with the New York 
ntiquity collectors l.eon Levy and 
lıelby White.

To try and prove tlıeir case, tlıe 
urks have shippcd to America a cast 
f the bottom half of a statue of 
ercules also found near Antalya, 
hey believe that it perfectly 
atclıcs tlıe top half. But the Boston 
useum argucs that the bottom half 
ıs a hernia-like bulge, and does not 
ateh the other half.
Mr Cornclius C. Vcrmculc 111, the 

uscum's curator of classical art, has 
10 noted the remnants of a navel 

the bottom half supplied by 
ırkcy. The Boston Museum's top 
If already has a nayci. İn an offi- 
ıl statement, N^TVermculc vvont 

to say; 'VVc have condueted an 
ırstlgatlon of the daim that our 
[•ary Hercules' is related to the bot- 
n half of a sculpture İn a Turkish 
ıseum at Antalya, and found that 
•re is no evldetue to substantlate
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this daim. Speclfically, there is no 
evidcnce that our sculpture is 
Tuık LsJl la .oij^ln or that it Icft 
Turkey in tlıis century or that it left 
Turkey lllegally. Ali of our documen- 
tation is in order and iurkislı offi- 
cials have introduccd no evidence to 
tlıe contrary. Because vve arc very 
interested in making certain that 
objects in our colleetion are her 
rightfully, we helped facilitate a 
mceting in Nevv York at the end of 
February vvliich brought together 
our sculpture and a cast of the bot­
tom half of tlıe sculpture froın the 
Turkish muscum. Itıc three cxperts 
sent by tlıe Museum of Pine Art, 
Boston (Mary Comstock, John 
Hcrrmann and Cornclius C. 
Vcrmculc), vvere absolutely certain 
that İt vvas not a matclı and Turkislı 
rcprcscntativcs presem at the mcet­
ing dcelined to comment.'

Not only vvould there be two 
navels If the seulptures wctc joincd, 
but there would also scern to ire tvvo 
llon hcads (onc partlal). and a dls- 

TTcjıarıcy lıctvveen the dcep folds on 
the llon skin of tlıe Boston statue 
and the shallotver, less rounded folds 
on the Turkish one.

Stolen Objects...Taken
from an address in north-west 
Landon on 22  March 1991... 
Egyptian 18th Dynasty upper 
part o f Serpentine ushabti of 
Nakht-Min (below). Height 6". 
Mounted on plinth c. 8 "  high... 
Etruscan bronze male figüre, 
draped in himation, arm aloft. 
Ath-Sth century BC. Height 6"... 
Irish  bronze book-clasp w ith  
incised decoration. He ight 
3.1"... Irish 'eye-shaped' buckIe, 
inlaid with amber. Length c. 2 
^4"... Sm all Irish  book-clasp 
with amber inlay. triangular, c.
1 ’/2 "  long ... Viking bronze  
buckIe, shovving tvvo confronting 
animals (pigs?). Height c. 1 U2 "  
... Viking bronze vveight. Dome- 
shaped with 4 animal headed 
terminals descending from Cen­
tral hop, c. 1 '/4" high... Viking 
reetangular silver brooch, with 
concave sides and sp ira l 
designs, c. 1 1/2 " long... Anglo- 
Saxon g ilt-b ro n ze  saucer 
brooch, c. 2 "  diameter... Celtic 
bronze toggle, fine dark-green 
patina, c. '6 " long... Bronze 
Age dagger mount c. 2 "  long... 
Viking bronze key w ith  b ird  
design on handle 2 V4" long... 
Anglo-Saxon bronze 
book-clasp, incor- 
porating rampant 
animal design, 
c. 1 >/2 " high...
Frankish silver 
brooch inlaid  
vvith glass, 
c. 1 ^2 "  diam­
eter... Anyone 
vvith any 
I n f o r m a t i o n  
about these 
pieces, please 
conta'ct the 
B u r  g I a r  y 
Sguad ( 0 8 1 )
9 0 0  7 1 6 5 ,
rcf. 928.
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