(RENTAVILLA

RV have spent 12 years, cs}nlully |

g over 500 handpi

villas and apartments which are waiting for you and the family.
Enjoy complete holiday freedom;in your private villa or apartment; 8
frea to relax, swim, sunbathe and explore whilst your RENTA- -
VILLA mald takes care of all the chores. It costs surprisingly
little; from 10/~ a day per person, including maid service.' 15 day
AIR/VILLA holiday by DAY JET FLIGHT from 29 gns. per
person, SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS FOR CHILDREN. FREE
CAR HIRE WITH MOST AIR HOLIDAYS, Flights direct to all
resorts from LONDON, MANCHESTER and GLASGOW.

Write or phone for 64 page full colour brochure.
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CARAVAN

An economical holiday of freedom and fun in a fully
equipped caravan on a continental camp site can ba yours
for £2, a week per person. The camp sites have been care

fully selected for their amenities, and include restagrant,

swimming pool, supermarket, modern sanitation, sports |

facilities, and all are on or close to the beach, Inclusive jet
holidays by gir available from £25 per person for 15 days.

Sites in Spain. Ask for broghure.

EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE YOUNG, SINGLE and UNINHIBITED.
Join a small group of interesting young people in Spain
or Greece. Enjoy the free and informal atmosphere at ona

of our Mediterranean villas, Just relax or enjoy the action;
water skiing, sailing, riding, midnight barbeques and chams
pagne parties, good food and unlimited wine. 15 sun scorched
days only 28 gns. including weekend Jet flight,

send for full colour brochure,

To RENTAVILLA/VILLAPARTIES

Plasase send brochures on
. the following:
NAME

Nuffield House, 41-46 Piccadilly, London, W1V OHE

I Fly and Drive £ .

Rentavilla [Z] Caravan (1 Villaparties

FLY & DRIVE

Tour and explore Europe or North Africa at leisyre in &
VW minibus (with or without experienced tour deiver).
Fly Jet to SPAIN, MOROCCO, TUNISIA, ITALY,
YUGOSLAVIA OR GREECE, then collect your minibus
and begin to explore.

Retuyn Jat flight, 15 days minibus hire, plus itinerary
routes, maps and all travel documents from £32 per
person, Ask for brochure.

TEL:01-734 6483
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AND CRUISE IN THE SUN

TO THE
MEDITERRANEAN

visit

MALTA, SICILY, BAY of NAPLES

CANNES, PALMA, BIZERTA (Tunis)

DEPARTURES:
20th APRIL THRO' TO
16th OCTOBER

Colour Brochure from your LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT or

SOVEREIGN

21 MADDOX ST LONDON W.1. Tel. 01-453 9171
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Mystery of

a smuggled
treasure

AN INTERNATIONAL row may
well break out over a collection
of antique gold jewellery which
goes on show next week at the
Boston Museum of Fine Arts.
The jewellery was almost cer-
tainly smuggled out of Turkey,
and found its way to America
along a well-established clan-
destine route.

One archaeologist has gone
so far as to_say, “ International
crime is taking over the anti-
quities business like narcotics
smuggling.”

The most significant item in
the collection is a gold Egyptian
cylinder seal (almost certainly
unique) which is said to have
belonged to an official at the
courts of two fifth dynasty
pharaohs who ruled between
2497 and 2450 B C, The Museum
claims therefore to date the
collection with absolute accur-
acy. There is also a huge six-
strand necklace of twisted
spirals, and a diadem with ten
looped chains with hanging
pendants—137 objects in all, 22
pounds of solid gold.

It is only the fourth hoard
of its type to come to light.
The first was Schliemann’s cele-
brated treasure from Troy,
excavated in 1873, taken to Ber-
lin and lost during the war.
The second was the treasure
from Dorak, seen only by one
man, James Mellaart, the
archaeologist, and pubhshed in
the Illustrated London News in
1959. That too has disappeared.

The third is .a collection
acquired by the University of
Pennsylvania from the Troy-
Dorak area of Turkey, also dat-
ing from the mid-third mil-
lenium B C.

But the question mark that
hangs over this and the Boston
Museum's treasure is its pro-
venance—where does it actually
come from and how did it get
into their hands? It poses a
problem not only for the
country of origin, but also for
experts anxious to assess
whether it is genuine and how
it fits into a historical context.

The antiquities are usually
excavated illegally by peasants
or dealers in countries such as
Greece, Turkey, Italy and other
parts of the Near East. They are
exported secretly, and pass ‘rom
dealer to dealer, often via Swit-

zerland, to Paris, London or New
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Bracelet from the hoard

York, where top museums can
pay top prices. As they travel,
so their precise origin, or pro-
venance, becomes obscure, their
financial value increases and
their academic value declines.

The Boston collection is
rumoured to have come origin-
ally from Cilicia, the region
round Mersin on the south east
Turkish coast. When it was
excavated seems uncertain, but
a very similar collection (that
is, one extremely like Schlie-
mann’s) was offered to the
Berlin Museum in 1966. It was
refused for lack of provenance.
The same, or another, collection
was offered in England. What
is known is that the Boston
material was on sale in Switzer-
land last year, and was finally
purchased by a banker, Landon
T. Clay, for a sum said to run
to six figures.

The authenticity of illegally
exported antiquities remains
the great problem however.
Forgers today are so skilled it
is often impossible to detect a
fake, And gold is the best thing
to fake as there is no scientific
technique by which to date it.
Nearly all gold is re-worked,
anyway. With objects like those
in Boston, the only guidelines
are stylistic,

Some of the Boston treasure
is similar to Schliemann’s, but
the question that most archaeo-
logists will want answered is:
can the museum show that the
collection is “ homogeneous "—
j.e. that it comes from the same
source rather than being
amassed by dealers, as many
experts now consider the Dorak
treasure was, There is going to
be no final proof until’the
museums consent to reveal a
treasurg’'s provenance, - some-
thing they are unwilling to do
in case the country of origin
refuses them digging rights.

So for the time being the
smugglers have a free hand.

Patricia Connor
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