(RERK DENIGRATES
- BOSTON'S‘HOARD’|

Archeologist Says Treasure
in Museum Is Forgery

Special to The New York Times
ATHENS, Feb. 5 — A top
Greek expert on prehistoric
antiquity branded as a forgery
today the 137-piece gold treas-
ure, said to be 4,000 years old,
that was put on display yester-
day at the Museum of Fine Arts
in Boston.

Spyridon Marinatos, inspec-
tor general of Greece’s Arche-
ological Services, after study-
ing published pictures of main
objects in the collection, said
.in an interview: “In my humble,
personal opinion, this is a gro-
tesque forgery.” J
Greece had been cited among
the countries from where the
gold hoard, reportedly found
in an early Bronze Age royal
tomb, might have been smug-
gled in defiance of strict bans.
The Boston museum has re-
fused to identify the origin of
the treasure, bought privately
last year, beyond stating that
it came from “the eastern half
of the Mediterranean.”

Mr. Marinatos said it was
no longer a question of where
she treasure had been exca-
vited but of “where 1t had
- peen manufactured.”

The 68-year-old archeologist,
who has excavated prehistoric
sites in Greece since 1925,
added: :

“In the last generation, large-
ly as a result of improved tech-
niques and also, unfortunately,
of the progress of science, the
world has been filled with for-
geries to the point that arche-
ology, as a science, is in danger
of being discredited.”

A Hoard Is Missing

Mr. Marinatos said he had
found many similarities be-
tween the Boston gold collec-
tion and the so-called “Dorak”
treasure, a hoard of outstand-|
ing —goid objects ~seen and
gketched by a British arche-
ologist in Turkey many years
ago. The objects have mysteri-
ously vanished.

Mr. Marinatos said he be-
lieved that a massive gold
Egyptian cylinder seal carved
with hieroglyphs in the Boston
hoard was included to give an
early date (about 2400 B.C.) to
the collection.

The new gold treasure had
many similarities to the con-
cept of the Dorak forgeries, Mr.
Marinatos said. “Both havcl
their basic inspiration from [the
Early Bronze Age treasure
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sketched by a British arche-
ologist in Turkey many years
ago. The objects have mysteri-
ously vanished. 4

Mr. Marinatos said he be-
lieved that a massive gold
Egyptian cylinder seal carved
with hieroglyphs in the Boston
hoard was included to give an
early date (about 2400 B.C.) to
the collection,

The new gold treasure had
many similarities to the con-
cept of the Dorak forgeries, Mr.
Marinatos said. “Both have
their basic inspiration from [the
Early Bronze Age treasure
found in 1873 by Heinrich
Schliemann in] Troy. The hiero-
glyphs date the collection.
Again the same scarcit i
inal ideas.” g
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“As long as foreigners are|«—. . -
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said, “those who are inclined to|L
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purchasing antiquities, unless|sny
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Cornelius Vermeule, curator|qy
of classical arts at the Boston [ 21e
Museum, said yesterday: s

“I have a great admiration| 10

foor Professor Marinatos. My ¥on

respect for him as a scholar is|j

unboufided. But it could be said 2

that he speaks with national as|3°( 7.

well as professional Fride. 2
“I  respectfully feel that q

whefi he has had an opportu- 24

nity to examine the find at the|as

Boston Museum, he will concur|ag

that whatever the origins of|sg

the jewelry, wherever it was|3g
found, it is not a forgery.”

“It has been my privilege
now to look at the gold trea-
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